The Napier Looby Bar Association is having an essay and oral advocacy contest for current high school seniors who will be accepted to an accredited two-year or four-year college or university by the spring of 2011.  Essays must be emailed to Camille Steward, Associate, Miller & Martin PLLC (csteward@millermartin.com) no later than March 7, 2011.  Winners of the essay contest will advance to the oral advocacy contest on April 2, 2011, at Vanderbilt University Law School.  Winners of the Napier Looby competition will advance to the regional competition held on June 2, 2011 in Cleveland, Ohio.  Winners of the regional competition will advance to the nationwide competition held on August 2, 2011, in Baltimore, Maryland.  

The National Bar Association (NBA) website has more detailed information about the competition, including its history and the essay question.  
http://www.nationalbar.org/mlkdrumcompetition.html.  

The essay question follows:

On March 1, 2010, President Barack Obama challenged States to identify high schools with critically low graduation rates below 60% and implement programs to reduce the same. This is an imperative call to action. We must address this problem.    

"The Administration has committed $3.5 billion to fund transformational changes in Americas persistently low‑performing schools.  Additionally, the Presidents 2011 budget includes $900 million to support School Turnaround Grants.  President Obama also emphasized the importance of investing in dropout prevention and recovery strategies to help make learning more engaging and relevant for students, and announced new efforts to invest $100 million in a College Pathways program to promote a college readiness culture in high schools, through programs that allow students to earn a high school diploma and college credit at the same time." Source: White House Website (www.whitehouse.gov).

If Dr. King were alive today, what specific NEW solution(s) and NEW program(s) would he recommend that YOUR State implement and the Obama Administration fund; and specifically explain why the proposed new solutions and programs should be adopted?

The essay format follows:

1.	The essay should be no longer than 1,000 words.
2.	The type font must be Arial, 12 point, double‑spaced.
3.	The margins shall be 1 and text shall be fully justified.
4.	The essay must be submitted via e‑mail to Camille Steward (csteward@millermartin.com) no later than March 7, 2011. 
5.	The Contestant must send the essay as an attachment to an e‑mail in Word format.
6.	The essay should include your full name, email address, address, and phone number.
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